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A @OIOAVR: Thank you so much! It was a really fun class.
—] increased the amount of written work students received feedback on and corrected their pronunciation
more frequently to challenge them more and this seems to have paid off. I will keep working hard to maintain

this level.

FAEDIOAUR: It was s00000000 exciting! That's because I enjoyed communicate with partner and made
many friends. / I think that group work of every class is very good style. / This class is very enjoyable time.
We can communicate to all members. / In this class, | had many opportunity of communication in English. So |
think that I got a speaking skill and listening skill more.

—From these comments it is clear many students enjoy having interaction with other students and being given
opportunities to speak. [ would like to tell the students that taking risks, speaking up and working together can

be useful for improving language skills. They should try to overcome inhibitions regardless of level.



FHEOIOAUR: My English skills improved a little. But I have to study hard every day ,I will make a time to
study English. / By going to your class, my English speaking skill developed a lot. Thank you very much. /
Thank you for the fun class!!l disliked speaking test, but I falt (¥ <) a sence(<¥<) of accomplishment. /1
enjoy this clus (¥ )for a year. [ had a sense of inadequacy. But I enjoy to study and speak English now. Thank
you for your teaching.

—Based on these comments, [ think student do need to regularly reflect on their own learning and progress,
and adjust their learning styles and strategies. I would like to tell the students to take time out to reflect on

their own learning and make changes if needed.

S HE@OIOAVR: 1 enjoyed this class. Teacher talked us about many interesting speak. Thank you. / &M T
LURY—TETHE LD DF=, Thank you very much. / LM 2F=T3F, HYUMNESITETUVELT ! / FTELS-
RETLz, / ELDS=TT ! HYMESTETLVELTZ, Thank you!

—] was very satisfied to read the above comments from the students. They were a pleasure to teach,

motivation was high and they had clear goals.

FHEDIAVR: Thank you for one year!

—Although the students seem relatively satisfied with the course, though, | and several other teachers have
found the textbook problematic. I do not feel it improves students’ English sufficiently. Of the surveyed
questions, the lowest—scoring areas (though still above average) were whether students felt their spoken

English had improved. | would recommend reconsidering the textbook used for DS.

FHEDIOAUR:  1talked a lot of classmates in this class. | heard many topics and thought my opinions. That
was good lesson. / | can't speak English fluently. So it's not easy class. But I can have an opportunity to enjoy
speaking English. Thank you. / [ was really enjoying the class .I was so frustrated that I can’t speak well, so |
want to continue studying. / I enjoyed this class for a year. Thank you so much I like talking with someone in
English, but I don't have lots of chances. So I love this class the most in my classes which I'm taking.

—] think most students enjoy being given opportunities to interact and express themselves in English. I would
like to tell the students to continue to try to find opportunities in the future to use their English as a way to

motivate themselves and improve further.

FHEOIOAUR: Our teacher is kind even in our student don't speak English well. / My teacher is much kind.
/ It was easy to understand what teacher was saying. It was comfortable for me.

—] try to grade my own classroom language to a level suitable for student comprehension but challenging
enough to assist learning. | believe students appreciate and perform better in a learning environment that is
safe and supportive, and lowering the affective filter as a barrier to language learning can help. [ would like to

tell the students to try to not worry when using English and to take chances.

FHE DA really enjoyed this class. Thank you! '[EMDIZETIIHZ TNEWVNEREINERT
B o1z 'Thank you for the great classes in 2019! It was fun and [ could learn many English phrases and
words! Moreover, we could learn some knowledge about the environment stuff. American presidents and
histories and...in English. Thank you very much. Have a nice holiday" 'It is good for me that [you] told us the
incorrect and correct pronunciation. I can be conscious about my pronunciation’. 'Thank you for your teaching.

Your explanation was easy to understand for me, so I think my presentation skills became good'.



—This was the first time [ have taught this course. | was perhaps overly cautious in giving four weeks for the

practice and final presentations: if I were to teach it again, I would do these in two weeks.
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*The evaluation scores were significantly above average in all surveyed areas. For example, in response to the
question, ¥AEMIIZHIBIL T, HAITZEITHRELELI=D, 18 out of 20 students answered IEFEIZZIERS
and 2 HAHEEZIED.

*This class made good progress and by the end of the academic year were working very well in class. In the
first term some of the weaker students struggled with the new textbook as well as with using only English in
the classroom. However, by the second term, they managed to collectively adjust well and make good

improvement.

*There were many studious students in this class and a number of whom had a higher level of English. There
was a very good atmosphere in the class and most student tried very hard to express themselves in English.

There was a competitive element among students which helped drive students to do better. Having some

international students helped this by exposing others to different learning styles.

*In some classes this year, because of quite different levels of ability between my two classes, I found I had to
make adjustments when using the new textbook in class. My weaker class found some of the material a bit too
challenging and the volume of activities a bit more than we could complete in class. For these reasons I had to
trim it down and be more selective for the lower class. I found it useful at the end of units to have students to
either have discussions, take part in roleplays or mini—presentations. I found this, together with quizzes I

created, to be very helpful for evaluating student performance.

*At the beginning of the class, I checked to make sure everyone did their assignments. Then I would have the

students practice with a couple of different partners using the home assignment. This could be a short summary

of a reading passage, or a personal experience or opinion about a related topic. This gave them the chance to
improve their spoken fluency and review the vocabulary. Then I would pick 56 students at random to do the

summary in front of the class without referring to their notes. This has proved very successful as this activity

13



keeps all students concentrating. Because of this, most students prepared their work well as they felt they had

to perform and compete.

-] was myself very happy to be able to have the new textbook for some classes, and I hope to be able to make

even better use of it in the next academic year.

I have taught at TWCU for three years. A significant change I made in my classes this year was by following

the advice of the textbook teachers guide I sat my students in groups of four rather than the usual desk layout

of two students together. I recommend that to all teachers. | was surprised by the rise in enjoyment,

happiness, laughter and energy. That was the most significant improvement in my classes in 2019. Also I feel

that the new textbook is significantly more interesting and engaging than the previous textbook. That was

helpful too and that will continue as all of the teachers become more familiar with that textbook.

*My courses were on the whole very good. The level and motivation levels were quite distinct between the
upper and lower classes students, but once again, assignments were duly handed in promptly and class

atmospheres were strong and positive.

=My overall impression is that students enjoy the class, as it is filled with a variety of classroom activities which
enable them to learn language skills in a relaxed environment. Vocabulary is introduced through listening and
writing exercises, and writing assignments further develop language skills using the vocabulary learned throughout
the course. Vocabulary, writing, listening and speaking midterm and final examinations are given for students to

measure their progression in English.

A class offers a valuable time for the students to use English in many situations, but the students should be
guided to understand how these phrases are universal and can be used in various situations. This past year I

had the students gather news articles on contemporary topics related to the lessons to share in class. Having

the students use the target language in various ways and circumstances attuned toward their likes will help
motivation them and to retain the information. I am going to explore instituting collaborative assighments to
build on the students’ interests in hopes of fostering a sense of teamwork. This will be an incentive to use the
target language while sharing their ideas. I want the goal in the class to produce a product and the language
toward that goal.

*The evaluation scores were above average in all surveyed areas. This was my first time teaching some class. |

incorporated student—led activities such as media topic discussions to supplement the textbook.

*As a result of their lower level of English, this class initially struggled with open discussion and expressing
themselves with some higher—level topics in the textbook. This caused some frustration for some students at
first, but by the second term most had overcome this and by the end of the term were making better

progress.
*This class made much better progress throughout the year as they had more ability and were less inhibited at

speaking out with their ideas and opinions. They worked well with the textbook and their own materials. They

seemed to enjoy leading discussions and interacting with others in class.
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*In my classes I found it helpful with some of the more challenging topics to give students the chance to write

their own discussions based on their own ideas and opinions at home before speaking in class. They enjoyed

the creative freedom and it gave me the opportunity to correct errors in their language on an individual basis.
It also seems to give students greater confidence when engaging in discussion later in groups. | also found

giving students the opportunity to choose their own topics, prepare and lead discussion to be motivating for

most students.

-] am pleased that the results for some courses are relatively high. [ put a lot of effort into these courses and
shared supplemental resources and plenty of teacher—-made materials with the students. However, what
concerns me is that two students did not feel that their listening and speaking skills improved much after
taking some class. I found this outcome somewhat surprising because the class is an output—based course.
Every week the students had to engage in pair and group work to complete in—class assignments. Pairs and
groups were assigned randomly, so the students were exposed to a variety of opinions and voices. In addition,
they had homework that they had to complete in order to engage in group work in “Media Discussions” in the

classroom.

A class learners were excellent at participating in activities and tasks.

=] taught two courses and the feedback from evaluations varied for each class. In my first period class, I
received my highest rating in the sections that were related to question 9 and 10. The students felt that I
made sure to pay attention to the students understanding of the material and they felt that I was fair. In my
second class, questions 7-13 had the highest marks. The students in that class felt strongly that [ made the
course easy to understand, used the right materials, paid attention to the student needs, applied fair treatment
to each student, and showed accuracy in assignments. They also felt that they became more interested in
English after my class and were overall satisfied with my class. All of these things were positives and I feel a

direct result of my teaching style and the way that the course was set up. I feel the course is set up well for

the students in the class. [ was given guidelines that were clear and deadlines for exams were given, but

otherwise I had the autonomy to design the class the way [ wanted to. My students were pretty self-

motivated and didn’ t need a lot of direction from the instructor. For that reason, I believe the textbook

“Discussion Strategies” works well. The units are quite short however. I discovered at times that the

students could move through the textbook quite quickly. To combat this, I often gave homework that involved

researching the following weeks topic and they would discuss what they discovered in groups at the beginning

of each class. They then would share with the class what they found. This seemed to work well as an ice
breaker and introduction to the topic of the week. My main focus was to make sure everyone in the class had
opportunities to talk and use English either with their partners, groups or the class as a whole. I felt like the

topics in the textbook led to a lot of interesting discussions with the students.

*The mandated textbook for this course is Discussion Strategies (Second Edition). It was my first time to teach
with this particular book. I found that the textbook had both strengths and weakness, which I outline below:
Positive Points: * The articles, covering a range of general topics (e.g. stress, divorce, telling lies), are engaging
for young learners, even though the textbook is over 20 years old. * The structure of the book (Student A, B,
C) makes pair work and groupwork discussion more convenient, interesting and practical and encourages a
balance of reading/discussion opportunities. The book includes several practical Discussion Strategies

(Clarification Questions, Comprehension Checks, Agreeing, Disagreeing) There are plenty of interesting
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discussion questions, which prompt learners to consider and share their own ideas. In general, the students
seems to enjoy using the textbook. Negative Points: Some of the pair work and group work activities in the
book are a bit tedious and complicated to set up and execute. Some pairs and groups pretended to understand
the activity and carry it out incorrectly until the teacher was able to intervene and explain the activity again. It

is not a simple textbook to use, at least not at the beginning. Although the textbook includes dozens of practical

discussion expressions, for whatever reason, my students did not seem motivated or inclined to memorize or
use them in the weekly discussions, even though their score on the oral and written final exams reflected their
usage. There are no discussion dialogs, so there is no context regarding how the discussion expressions are
naturally used, or how English—language discussions begin or end. - There is nothing in the textbook about
developing English—language pronunciation. - If a student forgot their textbook, it would be difficult for them to

participate in pair or group work.

* Although there was individual variation, in general, I'm not confident that the students make significant or
lasting progress in the end. This may not be the fault of the textbook itself; the course only meets once a week
and such limited time to practice and develop a language is far from ideal. [ was also concerned with the students’
level and wondered if this textbook might actually be too challenging. Many of them seemed to possess only a
basic foundation of English (grammar and vocabulary). They are then expected to participate in English
discussions, even though they do not have the competence to form basic English questions or other necessary
language forms. Consequently, some students really struggled or strained to comprehend their classmates or
express themselves, not having sufficient vocabulary or range of grammar. Considering this, I’ m not sure this

textbook is suitable for lower level students.

*In accordance with the syllabus, there is both a speaking exam (discussion) and writing exam (writing a dialog).
Each test accounts for 20% of a student’ s grade. But since this is a discussion course, with students mainly

speaking and reading aloud every week, it’ s not clear to me or the students why they are required to take a

writing test, as this does not directly reflect or measure what students are expected to learn or do in class,

which is mainly speaking. In other words, it lacks test validity. Apart from note—taking, no writing is done in class

or for homework. My sense is that some students regard such a test as unfair or pedagogically irrelevant, and |

tend to agree. My suggestion would be to offer two speaking tests during the course, a mid—term (in pairs) and

a final exam (in groups). I think this would have a greater and more positive back—wash effect on learners, as it

puts greater pressure on students to develop and practice their speaking skills. Moreover, this assessment is

consistent with other speaking and discussion courses at other universities.

At TWCU I am accustomed to having highly motivated students who show a willing attitude to try learning
English and have fun in class. In AY 19/20 however, [ had students in my classes that were less than willing to
engage in the English speaking activities and | as the teacher sometimes had moments of frustration. In the
future, if this problem happens, I will be more ready for it and take steps to help mitigate the issue. As usual, in
a class, group speaking activities in small groups help students gain confidence needed to express opinions
with each other in a non—pressure situation. Students further develop their speaking skills in front of class
discussion practices. Students are also assessed in timed speaking tests of which their speaking participation
is measured in how well they expressed agreement and disagreement and used answering with details to

support their opinions.
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*In some courses, | administered questionnaires twice in each semester. The purpose was for me to

understand what the students’ needs were and how they were doing in the courses. I was hoping that any
unsatisfied students would let me know what they wanted so [ could adapt the content and engage these
students. | also uploaded an online form for the students to make suggestions and requests about the course
content, assignments, and the way the course was run. The form stayed open for comments throughout the
school year and the students had a chance to share their comments and ask questions anonymously.
Unfortunately, in these courses, there were no requests made. In order to engage students more effectively,

next time [ plan to ask more frequently for student suggestions about what students would be interested in.

That could be particularly useful in the course where teachers have more opportunity to provide
supplementary materials. That being said, as most second-year students (in particular non—English majors)
take only one English speaking course once a week, they do not get so much opportunity for English output in
class. They also have little opportunity to use English outside of classroom. Therefore, some of them might feel
that their speaking skills have not improved substantially. I am thinking about assigning relatively easy
“homework” tasks that would encourage the students in the next academic year to use or pay attention to

how English is being used and how they could use it outside of classroom.

*The evaluation scores were significantly above average in all surveyed areas.

*My class was a great class to teach with highly motivated students and despite a range of abilities and

proficiencies, they all performed very well and seemed to really enjoy the class.

*My two classes was similar in nature: a joy to teach and facilitate with great students who produced quality
work throughout the course. One approach I would like to implement in future

classes that I did not get the chance to do this term, is having students create visual narratives to describe
their learning experience. This would provide broader information about learners’ motivation as well as having

the benefits of enhancing students’ self reflection and autonomy.
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