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The class was conducted in the form of a seminar. In the first half, the students' literature review was

discussed using a lot of pair work. In the second half, students learned how to paraphrase, quote, and
summarize the secondary sources. The Googleclassroom was projected on the screen, enabling the
class to be interactive.

@ In the Department of English, language education-related subjects have rarely been taught in
English. Therefore, we thought it was a good opportunity to observe 8-S i&8E#F class, taught
by Klassen-sensei, a language education specialist, so that we could observe not only how the
subject is taught but also how content classes can be taught in English in the best possible way.

@ Observers’ feedback and the Chair’s feedback

Observer 1

-Very good at warming up the class.

-When discussing some of the students’ examples of paraphrasing, the teacher aptly pointed out

what can and cannot be changed in paraphrasing; to be specific, correlation and causal relation are

not interchangeable.

Observer 2

- The class is well prepared and arranged. Time management is also good. The teacher gave a lot
of time for students to make pair discussion and good questions to encourage them to think
about their answers.

The use of Google Classroom is also good. Using a shared file gives me some hints on how to
use Google Classroom.
The answer slide might be improved, for the pre-arranged slide has a fixed order of option
answers while student’s answer do not match the order. In addition, using Google slide might
be visually more appropriate for this purpose.
The content this week might be appropriate to a class for basic academic writing. How to
paraphrase, cite, and summarize needs good exercises, and contents and style of this class are
highly quite suitable for the purpose. I personally believe this content in this style should be
included in syllabus of Academic writing for the second-year students.
On the other hand, I somehow wonder how this content might be situated for a seminar for
second language acquisition.
As for the technical side, we should share her use of Google Classroom. In addition, in order to
use Google Classroom fully, I would like to ask our university to create a stronger WiFi
network environment.

@ Observer 3

The class was conducted very smoothly. Whenever Klassen-sensei posed question to the
students, she always gave the students time to work in pairs to come up with an answer to that




question. This approach allowed the students to share the meaning of the question and how to
answer it without any student falling behind, and it allowed them to come up with some answers
to the question in English.

If she had pointed to each student and asked a question without giving them time to think, the
students (who are not accustomed to speaking in English in front of others without fear of making
mistakes,) would have been confused by the sudden English question and would not have been able
to answer it well. Such an experience would have made the students feel uncomfortable about
taking classes in English.

In that sense, Klassen-sensei’s approach helped the students feel motivated to study not only
second language acquisition itself but also any subjects conducted in English.

In addition, the way she used Googleclassroom was very impressive. Googleclassroom was put
up on the screen and students were free to write on it using their respective laptop, so the
interactivity that had been realized online was also realized in the face-to-face class.

With this interactive visual aid, students were able to follow abstract content, such as how to
paraphrase the content of secondary sources in English, without any problem, even when they were
taking classes in English.

In so many ways, Klassen-sensei’s class was very enlightening and inspiring to those who wish
to teach their subjects in English to Japanese students.

@ Comments by the class teacher (Klassen-sensei)
The feedback is very helpful and I will use it to improve future classes. I appreciate the time of the
class observers and their comments.
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@ Q1. How did you find Otomo-sensei's lesson?

> —EEoEREEZ BAGHELGOT, WEICIBEL TLWALLE LNEEADT, HRETY, EXRITHD
TWEE, EDADTVRDELE ZEANDTLY FY—REBLENLVWEBWE LTz, —F. B85
NDT7AA—XR XEZRHKT AN FLEFLAXNDODNEZIS LY THEIVWOTBIET 204 E%ED
FTETELITRLBoTANLVDTIEEBEW D EBWE LT,

> BHEEDTLYFY—LAFEINETOERD 72T, BFEEZHICAND DI, BEDHKEFT S
E— b, BENREE-BVTHD, TDR 4 RTHEANZRT . BREDTENHRALEBVWEL

7=o

<~ The students seem to really like Otomo sensei, and they were paying attention to her the whole

lesson. One student even raised her hand to offer an answer.
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Q2. Do you think that Reading II course is effective in enhancing second-year students' English

proficiency? What possible improvements can you think of?

> FHEIEBENTLDZDAL LNEEADN AEZCLDOHNDITHERADN) oW ENHY £ L1, FaD
BRETHLICHDDTIA BRICAZIANENEL AV AV TRED, BEEZLABVLEVITRLD

e, EWDHEERWET, ZENER L TONIERELRLOL S LNEEAD

< "Some points that could be improved on:

1. 65 minutes of class time were spent on various aspects of knowledge relating to 8 vocabulary
items (e.g. spelling, sound segmenting, guessing the meaning). However, what word knowledge
1s most important for a reading class? Students need to know the meaning of the words. Some
options: spend 10 minutes giving the Japanese translations, and then reviewing with English
synonyms. Or, spend 10 minutes practicing dictionary skills, where students look up the
meaning. (Guessing meaning is very difficult to do). Then, move on to the reading where they
will see these words 'in action'.

2. Reading skills (e.g. predicting, skimming, scanning). It was not clear to me whether the students
knew what those skills are. It was also not clear to me that they were in fact doing them when
you told them to. For example, the text had several names and dates. Those are perfect items to
practice scanning with. Students could keep a log of reading skills (with their definitions), and
then tick them every time they do them. That way, they have meta-knowledge of what they are
doing.

3. This was a reading class, and yet in 90 minutes, they read only three sentences in the
introduction, and the first two body paragraphs. In a 90 minute lesson, they could read the entire
text several times for different purposes. Students should always have a purpose for reading
(and not necessarily, for purpose of answering comprehension questions).

4. Classroom management: seat the students near the front, with name cards, and move them
around from class to class. You shouldn't have to walk to the back of the room to engage with the
students.

5. Language of the teacher: Please do not apologize to the students for your English. You are the
perfect model for them: a successful second language user of English. If you apologize, they will
think they need to apologize as well. Your English is clear and provides an excellent model for
the students. "

S FAEANEFHEPRICHHEZEUADEICDEFT VW TWEEZALHY X L1, SEOHEREZEIZLI % EL

TRICRHEBENTTELND LNETA, FTHEEUNIFZZ2EL R THLRODIEBEDOHBZ
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THRABENEHRET L2 BEIANRVESIICRVLET,

Q3. Do you have any additional comments, questions, or concerns you would like to share with other

teachers?

$ FARBELLTFEELCTFELZSED LT REFICENE 2BHENERETE, 20D, ARZHRHA

L7, MEZBOWTRRT 5L S GEREICEZ 2L >Bxh L E L.

> "EERHARY —T 4 v GEEDY —T 4 >0 h%E) AL TOEIC HICETHAEMILEAS EBWE L1,

A BREBHA O/, BEZBTIEELY —T 4 v IR LR BE A ENHARL ENTLA

WOT BEZFICHLIDEIBY —T 4 v IEBRENHATESRLAS EBVWE L, £/ BEREOR

D DBEEEDY —T 4 Y IRETIE. Tyt N FTHREEEZHO. REOREREZE LU

DREZATITENLENWTT, COLSEBRETIZEDL S BAENEMLEON AR LI-WEBWE

L7z "

< "I was concerned that the level of the material was too high for these students. For example, they
did some inferencing practice, but the words in the sentences were unknown to them, making it
impossible to make inferences.
I was also concerned that six observers were in the room. That must have been nerve wracking for
the teacher. One observer left half way through the class, behaviour which I felt was inappropriate

and disruptive."
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