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1. Professor Abe's Thursday 4th period Professional English A class was chosen for observation
because she is a full-time teacher and Professional English is one of the new classes in the revised
curriculum that began in April 2018. An added consideration was that the class was unexpectedly
popular with ninety-nine registered students and thus would allow observers to see how successfully a
class of this size combining language and content could be taught. Professor Abe recommended this

particular day because the students were making presentations.

2. The way the large class was organized into small groups that worked, presented, and answered
questions together was very effective in that it allowed everyone to participate yet let them to do so
quickly and efficiently. The rules for the presentations were made very clear. I liked that they were
based on TED Talks. I liked how the teams were given a week to research and write the answers to the
questions about their presentations. This saved time and will result in much better answers. I liked the
exercise where the students had to decide if a newspaper headline was positive or negative. That was
very interesting for me and I was surprised at how good the students were.

In several groups, only a few of the members spoke. I recommend requiring ALL members speak
as it is a great experience to stand in front of an audience. Spend some time practicing public speaking
skills before the presentations. I noticed that many of the students were simply reading notes. The
students who made eye-contact with the audience were much more enjoyable to listen to. Perhaps have
them pay attention to how the TED speakers are presenting and have them try to copy that?

The numbers of students seemed to be 100 or more but her teaching style was based on
student-centered and active learning. This made the students in groups participate in class activities
actively. Before teaching English presentation skills, it must be necessary especially for Japanese
students, who are not used to media literacy and critical thinking, to experience them in their mother
tongue first. One thing I would think necessary for individual student is to get them to write down at
least one question about each-group presentation and collect the sheets every time so that individuals
can focus on each presentation. If not, some students are not thinking about questions nor listening
to all presentations except for one presentation they are told to ask questions about. Considering the
student number, it must be hard, but it would help Abe-sensei to evaluate her students’ class
participation and check their attendance.

I thought the Summary and Critique style of presentation, based on the students' own choice of
TED Talks was very constructive from the point of view of facilitating discovery and exploration of new

ideas, as well as developing analytical and critical skills. The topics chosen were original and
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thought-provoking and the PowerPoint slides used, including animation in a few cases, were very well
presented. Possibly a few more slides could have been shown for each presentation. As Abe sensei
pointed out, perhaps too a little more information about the TED speakers or the actual Talks could
have been given in one or two of the presentations. Probably mainly due to a shortage of time (approx.
3~5 mins.?) considering the large number of students and groups, it was a pity that only two or three
students in each group had a chance to speak. One or two students spoke with excellent delivery and
eye contact with their audience. However, it was unfortunate that many of them tended to speak rather
too fast, and with their eyes on their scripts, which meant that they were not really addressing their
audience. Particularly when putting a question to the audience at the beginning of a presentation, for
example, it would have been more effective in attracting attention and interest to pause and wait for
some kind of response. It was also slightly unfortunate that all the students stood somewhat hidden at
the side of the room. However, the “performance” side of giving a presentation is obviously something

which can be practised and honed with time.

3. English A met in Room 9103. Students were organized into groups of six. The class began with
Professor Abe using PowerPoint to present English newspaper headlines from around the world
relating to Donald Trump and Kim Jong-un's historic meeting in Singapore. A microphone was passed
around and students were asked to briefly translate a headline and say whether it was positive or
negative. Following this warmup activity, the rest of the class was taken up with group presentations
consisting of 3-5 minute summaries and critiques of TED Talks chosen by the different groups. The
activity gave students a chance to explore new ideas in English and then present them in Japanese.
The accompanying PowerPoint slides were generally good, though because of the time limit most
students simply read very briefly (and too quickly) from prepared scripts without meaningfully
engaging the material or audience.

Considering that Professor Abe has been teaching at TWCU for only one semester, she did an
excellent job of showing how a Professional English class with nearly 100 students can be taught.
However, since the class was conducted mostly in Japanese, it's difficult to gauge how much English
language learning took place. The students performed admirably, but because of their sheer number
there was an overall hurried superficiality about the process. With a smaller class there would be more
opportunity to explore the content in depth and for the students to more carefully develop their English
language skills.

4. In Professional English class, I teach practical English including English journalism (how to
read/analyze English newspapers), social media, business documents and translation at a basic level.
Since there are 99 students, I ask students to form 17 groups (each group has around six people) to
work together. Every week, I give an assignment to read an English newspaper article of their choice,
and each group share their reading topics and their analysis in the class. In addition, I ask all students
to speak out during the class using a microphone which is passed around.

At the FD class, students presented about their favorite TED talk after having learned about social
media in the previous week. I taught the method of analysis to the students beforehand. However, in
accordance with the observers’ comments, I thought I should teach more about presentation style. 1
also do not request all students to present, since every student should contribute to their group using
their strength, such as research, analysis and writing. Next time, I would like to ask all students to
present.

The following are my responses to the questions from the observers. Thank you very much for coming

to the classes and motivating the students and myself.

Questions:




How were the groups organized? (randomly or mix of levels/strengths?)

Ninety-nine students teamed up into 17 groups (from team A to team Q). I suggested that each group
should be around six people, and I also gave guidance to encourage each member to work equally, using
their own individual strengths.

Did the groups show their research/progress before their presentations?

I only gave advice to some students who came for my consul about the presentation. However, in the
previous class, I gave guidance (criteria of the film selection and good examples) to all students.

What kind of feedback do they get after the presentations? And how are they graded?

I gave feedback about the contents and their presentation style right after the students' presentations.
In addition, in the next class, I gave additional information related to the students’ presentation (for
example, when students presented about media literacy, I shared interesting news and materials about
the topic and background information.

I will also give feedback about all the groups’ reports to explain their good points and their weak points
in the class. Evaluation points are contents, presentation style including attitude, presentation format
and the report format. Same group members receive the same evaluation. However, in the case where
some students did not contribute at all to the group work, I request students report it to me so that I

can consider it in my final evaluation.
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