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(%) in 1934 a statistician called Simon Kuznets produced the United States' first national accounts. This was
the birthof [ X ] .

Then the Second World War came along. And it was during this period, explains Coyle, that the frame we use

now was established. (DIt was designed to suit the needs of the war economy. she tells me. "The main aim was
to understand how much output could be produced and what consumption needed to be sacrificed to make sure

there was enough available to support the war effort'. To do this they counted everything produced by

government and businesses and so 'what governments do and what businesses do came to be seen as the
definition of economy'. But there was one major aspect of production that was excluded from what came to be

the 'international convention about how you think about and measure the economy'. and that was the
contribution of unpaid household work. like cooking, cleaning and childcare. 'Everyone acknowledges that
there is economic value in that work, it's just not part of 'the economy',' says Coyle.

[B] This was not a mere oversight: it was the deliberate decision, following a fairly vigorous debate. 'The
omission of unpaid services of housewives from national income computation distorts the picture', wrote
economist Paul Studenski in his classic 1958 text The Income of Nations. In principle, he concluded, 'unpaid
work in the home should be included in [ X ] '. But principles are man-made, and so 'after a bit of to-ing and
fro-ing', and much debate over how you would measure and value unpaid household services 'it was decided’,

says Coyle, 'that this would be too big a task in terms of collecting the data'.

(@)Like so many of the decisions to exclude women in the interests of simplicity, from architecture to medical

research. this coneclusion could only be reached in a culture that conceives of men as the default human and

women as a niche aberration. To distort a reality vou are supposedly trying to measure makes sense only if you

don't set women as essential. [t makes sense only if vou see women added extra, complicating factor. It doesn't

make sense if you are talking about half of the human race. It doesn't make sense if you care about accurate

data.

[C] And excluding women does warp the figures. Coyle points to the post-war period up to about the
mid-1970s. This 'now looks like a kind of golden era of productivity growth', Coyle says, but this was to some
extent a chimera. A large aspect of what was actually happening was that women were going out to work, and
the things that they used to do in the home - which weren't counted - were now being substituted by market
goods and services. 'For example buying pre-prepared food from the supermarket rather than making it from
scratch at home. Buying clothes rather than making clothes at home.' @Productivity hadn't actually gone up.
It had just shifted. from invisibility of the feminised private sphere. to the sphere that counts: the
male-dominated public sphere.

[Hi# : Caroline Criado Prez, Invisible Women: exposing data bias in a world designed for men, London:
Vintage, 2019, pp. 240-241.]
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Civil society is for many a familiar but elusive idea. Let us imagine that in modern societies it
is possible to identify three overlapping but nonetheless distinct spheres of life for its members — the state,
the private sphere, and civil society. The State is the forum of formal, political decision making and the
enactment of laws enforced by the threat of coercive force. The state includes familiar institutions such
as the legislature, the courts, the civil service and bureaucracy, the military, and so on. The private
sphere, on the other hand, demarcates those dimensions of a person’s life that are in some sense outside

the reach of the state. (a)The boundaries of the private sphere are rarely well defined and generally

reflect to some degree, with considerable irony. political decisions. Matters of religious conscience and

intimate sexual relations between consenting adults are examples of beliefs and behaviour that for many,
intuitively, should be viewed as within the domain of the private sphere. As the French philosopher
Philippe Montaigne pointed out more than 500 years ago, it seems infeasible for the state to use coercive
force to affect these things. Civil society is the domain for much of our daily social life and interaction.
Moreover, it acts as a bridge between the state and the private sphere. The most familiar institutions of
civil society include economic markets, profit-oriented firms, families, unions, hospitals, universities,
schools, charities, neighbourhoods, churches and religious associations. Unlike in the private sphere,
state interference with, and legal regulation of, institutions in civil society is an accepted fact of life. The
debate centres on the precise extent and character of that interference and regulation, not on its
legitimacy.

[...] Institutions and practices [in civil society] serve many complex and interrelated purposes
ranging from meeting the material needs of individuals to providing the cultural resources that give

people’s lives meaning and substance. Moreover, (b)the institutions of civil society are rarely closed to

the influence of happenings in civil societies elsewhere, and are often structured in a cosmopolitan and

globalized fashion. The Roman Catholic Church is a prime example of this feature of civil society.
Similarly, the major languages found in civil society often overlap with those of other civil societies.
Clearly, too, economic markets for goods often extend from one civil society to another. It is also
noteworthy that civil society have rather a constantly evolving character.

(¢)These features of civil society constrain how we approach the normative regulation of civil

society. Although philosophers have sometimes sought to identify a single norm that underlies all
institutions of civil society, the complex and constantly evolving structure of civil society suggests to me
that this is a misconceived project. [...] The approach I take is to think about the normative regulation of
civil society in a less comprehensive fashion, concentrating on specific institutions and practices.

Hil) Lesley A. Jacobs, Pursuing Fqual Opportunities
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H#:From Invisible Women by Caroline Criado Perez published by Chatto & Windus. Copyright (c)
Caroline Criado Perez, 2019. Reprinted by permission of The Random House Group Limited.

H il Excerpt from INVISIBLE WOMEN by Caroline Criado Perez. Copyright (¢) 2019, Caroline Criado
Perez, used by permission of The Wylie Agency (UK) Limited.
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H - Pursuing Equal Opportunities by Lesley A. Jacobs, Cambridge University Press, 2004,
Reproduced with permission of the Licensor through PLSclear.
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