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L. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. Write your answers on the answer
sheet.

Catalina Camacho, a brain researcher, spends a lot of time playing with children. They’re
not her children, but participants in her research, which looks at how young brains learn to process
emotions and how that development relates to mental health, Camacho says, “I’m not sure if people
know this, but our brains double in size in just the first two years of life. By the time you’re eight
years old, your brain’s almost adult-sized. Our early experiences from those first eight years
influence our later functioning. And (1) it also happens to be the age that we know the least about.”

“Every kid is so different, and I love getting little insights into their worlds,” says
Camacho. “You really do come to appreciate just how much kids grow in such a short amount of
time.” She loves working with children exactly because there’s much (2) social growth happening
in a short amount of time. A fot of those really earfy basic elements of this growth — for example,
how young children can identify their feelings, understand each other’s feelings, or how they
express their own emotions — all of those things are strong predictors for later mental health.

After Camacho, a first-generation college student, earned a bachelor’s degree, she worked
in a laboratory imaging infants’ brains and was shocked at how quickly they changed. Camacho
explained how she realized she wanted to become a brain researcher, “There was a specific moment
that made me want to be a neuroscientist, specifically, and not any other kind of scientist. I was
working full-time in a research lab, and we had just started a baby brain imaging study. It was my
first time working with children that young. And you could clearly see — you didn’t have to do any

measurements or any processing of the brain images — you (3) could just see changes in those brains
in those children month to month.”

H i : McKenzie Prillaman, Science News, November 12, 2025. Used with permission.
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II. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. Write your answers on the answer
sheet.

A new genetic analysis offers evidence that between 5,400 and 1,900 years ago, it was the
leopard cat that chased mice of ancient China. Modern house cats are descendants of the African
wildcat. Humans must have brought them to China, but there were a lot of debates about when
exactly this happened. Art and literature dating back to a few centuries B.C. talk about “cats” and
even include their images. But some argued that this cat may not be the domestic cat we know
today.

Researchers examined the mitochondrial DNA (passed down only from the mother’s side)
from the bones of 22 cats found in human settlements dating from 5,400 years ago to the 20th
century. The earliest of the house cats date to A.D. 730, when the feline species could have arrived
in China via the Sitk Road.

All the house cat remains had DNA that points to origins in the Middle East, meaning the
mothers of those cats are closely related to modern African wildcats from the same region. But
when the scientists analyzed samples from before A.D. 200, the DNA didn’t match that of house
cats. It belonged to leopard cats — another cat local to China. It’s unlikely these were as cuddly as
house cats. The leopard cats were probably exploiters, living near humans but not in their homes.

Hi#f : Bethany Brookshire, Science News, December 3, 2025. Used with permission.

4. FREOF XA I E S L, B L ORI (bouse cat) DL —V 2 EIFFHL T 220,
RIS L & v, (10 A]

5. FEDOT X2 F OBREOBIEICHTL % Tunlikely these were as cuddly) & ZED X 9 &
Z kD, HAECHERICHH LRIV, [10[]



(FEATE)

2026 FFE R TFKRY SEABFEAFRR

RAHRER AER HEEXER | ®F3 S D EBRES

MI. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. Write your answers on the answer
sheet.

(1) “Let them eat cake” is the most famous quote attributed to Marie-Antoinette, the queen of
France during the French Revolution. As the story goes, it was the queen’s response when she
was told that starving poor people had no bread. Because cake is more expensive than bread, the
story has been an example of Marie-Antoinette’s blindness to the daily lives of ordinary people.
But did she ever actually say those words? Probably not.

(2) For one thing, the original French phrase that Marie-Antoinette is supposed to have said doesn’t
exactly translate as “Let them eat cake.” It translates as “Let them eat brioche.” Brioche is a rich
bread made with eggs and butter, almost as luxurious as cake, but not the dessert that people
often imagine. More importantly, there is no historical evidence that Marie-Antoinette ever said
“Let them eat brioche” or anything like it. So where did the quote come from.

(3) Folklore scholars have found similar tales in other parts of the world, although the details differ
from one version to another. In 16th-century German story, for instance, a noblewoman wonders
why the hungry poor don’t simply eat krosem (a sweet bread). Essentially, stories of wealthy
elites blind to their privileges are popular and widespread.

(4) The first person to put the specific phrase “Let them eat brioche” into print may have been the
French philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau. In Rousseau’s Confessions (written about 1767), he
tells a version of the story, attributing the quote to “a great princess.” Although Marie-Antoinette
was a princess at the time, she was still a child, so it is unlikely that she was the princess
Rousseau wrote about.

(5) Since Rousseau’s writings inspired the revolutionaries, it has been supposed that they falsely
credited the quote to Marie-Antoinette and spread it as propaganda against the monarchy.
However, contemporary researchers are skeptical of such claims, having found no evidence of

the quote in newspapers, pamphlets, and other materials published by the revolutionaries.
Hi# : Adapted with permission from Encyclopaedia Britannica, ©2025
by Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc.

Using the information from the paragraph indicated, fill in the blank in each sentence below with
one English word that is grammatically correct and keeps the meaning of the original text.

6. (Paragraph 1) Marie-Antoinette did not the conditions of poor,
hungry people in France. [5 /]

7. (Paragraph 2) Cake and brioche are L[5 &)

8. (Paragraph 3) Folklore and stories about privileged, elite are

common throughout the world. [5 &i]

9. (Paragraph 4) Though Marie-Antoinette was a princess at the time Rousseau wrote the phrase
“Let them eat brioche,” she was too to have said the phrase. {5 5]

10. (Paragraph 5) Revolutionaries might have Rousseau’s writings. [5/]

11. (Paragraph 5) While some believe that Rousseau’s writings were used as propaganda
i researchers these claims. [5 /]

12. Write a 50-word summary of the passage, explaining the meaning and relevance of the quote,
“Let them eat cake.” [20 £i]



L

HEE D50

AR, AR R DR BI & 2 554 L7k RSB 2 K55 THE N CRE L %
BfE L7z 5 2 ¢, BRI » TR S RIWISH L, RIS HAGEE TR %

ENZMDEDOTH S,
fREp
L BEEELARBEMTE THRVOE, JBSELSHE - BET 51 L HORA
D BEMTH 5.

2. [lsocial growth) &%, FELNHETHITDORGE 2L, thZ DIELHEM L. H
TOEEERBLT D72 EOHBIAF NV EREIE TN Z 2T,

3. BB ZRIRCTRA 72T T, AWVMSA ZEIC2EICE L L TW AR T2 RS 1
T DHIENTET,

II.

HEDRLL

HEXXTH D DN =T8T 28 LWBIZERCR OB 22BN IE L < ik
LTV E0aiH i 2% TH 5, AP TO D — Ay s HEE- 30T
DR ZREEE L, TOWNEZHRICHAE TInA DN T Z 2 L LT
(AT

fEEH
4. VI 200 FEELARTIC P ETADIE XWX P EE A O leopard cat TH 0 . HiE
D HIE D house cat (F, ZIZHEMNS I I/LT v— R&@ LU o 2 mTREMEDS BV,
5. Leopard cat [ IBZ L EZHLINTELT, AT/ =RadD L5 fil>7- VT
VT HZLITTERhoTeEBZILND,

I11.

HEDRLLY

IRV M2 IE. 7 —F 2 BTV Doy 2 nHd~<T—T 2 hT xRy b
DOF ST 2 2B L, R Z L ICKHEE CEMA O 5B TH D, fif
BT - T, UIRANCERZ 727, SUERICIE LWL E R B 0% Il §- 5 A3
N5, FIZH 12 Tk, S0FELUINOEFE TR ZENT 2B/ 5, Z 0%
BTz TE, NI 7T 7ORICEE LN O HEXZEELISEEDAHZ LN
VETH D,

FREH

6. see, understand

7. different, similar

8. people, rulers, leaders, nobles, monarchs

9. young, little, immature

10. used, borrowed, spread, liked

11. doubt, reject, question

12. The expression “let them eat cake” might sound like it means that everyone, regardless of
class, should be able to enjoy the same things. From another perspective, it could mean that
powerful people don’t understand the reality of poor, powerless people. The phrase illustrates
the importance of context and perspective. [S0 words]
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