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Second Language Acquisition (SLA) is a re-
search field that explores how people learn
additional languages and how languages are
taught. Although it is often associated with
English, SLA is not limited to a single language.
SLA asks broader questions, for example, how
learning environments shape outcomes, how
multilinguals communicate and code-switch
(alternate between different languages), and
how social experiences influence language
development. 1 take an interdisciplinary ap-
proach in my research by drawing on differ-
ent theoretical frameworks. Drawing on SLA
alongside sociology, human rights studies,
and research on identity, I examine language
learning and teaching as social practices rath-
er than purely cognitive processes. I am par-
ticularly interested in bilingualism, migration,
and inequality, and in how language class-
rooms reflect broader social structures. From
this perspective, learning a language is not
only about acquiring grammar or vocabulary,
but also about negotiating identity, emotion,
and power. These ideas are the foundation of
third- and fourth-year courses in English lan-
guage education that I teach.

Lightbown, Patsy; Spada, Nina (2022).

How Languages are Learned:
Fifth Edition.

Oxford University Press.

How Languages ane Learmed

This book is suitable for English educa-
tion majors because it provides a clear,
research-informed overview of how lan-
guages are learned. It can help students
connect theory to real-life learning experi-
ences and classroom practice. | uoa

HORZ T R% TVERAD 20254 % H35 Gli%k695%) /20264E3A31H F 17
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A Window Into Language Learning

KEBEXtEER Bt

Third-Year Research Writing

In Third-Year Research Writing, students are
introduced to SLA research, work critically
with academic sources, and learn academic
writing conventions. They explore topics such
as the use of learners’ first languages in sec-
ond-language classrooms, translanguaging,
and attitudes toward English. Students also
learn about SLA research methods, for exam-
ple, research replication and conducting in-
terviews. They engage in hands-on research,
such as textbook analysis and duoethno-
graphic research conducted in pairs. One of
the goals of this course is to prepare students
for independent research in the following
year.

Fourth-Year Seminar

In this seminar, students write their gradua-
tion theses in English on topics they choose
themselves. They improve their knowledge
of writing conventions and engage in peer
feedback. Recent projects have examined
motivation, study abroad, identity, emotions,
textbooks, language testing, and the role of
technology in English education. Although the
topics vary widely, students share a common
goal: to understand language learning in rela-
tion to society and lived experience. %

BAR 79—% HASHIMOTO Natasha
AXER ZEECER £HIR

BA from Tokyo University of Foreign Studies; Master’s degree from Arizona
State University; PhD (Education, concentration in Applied Linguistics) from
Temple University. Joined Tokyo Woman’s Christian University in 2018.
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