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Dear Gauri,
Thank you very much for your lessons.
I truly enjoyed our time together, and

My Virtual Internship with TWCU

Mount Holyoke College
Politics and English Major

Gauri Kaushik

Before I started my internship at TWCU this
summer, I was nervous. I had just finished a semester
abroad and had been doing everything in-person for
months, so I really wanted to be in Tokyo. I knew it
would be a very different experience because TWCU
was back to in-person classes, so I would be the face
on the screen that just popped up occasionally. De-
spite my misgivings at the beginning, my internship
turned out to be one of the most fun and productive
experiences I’ve ever had. Since I received my certi-
fication to teach English as a Foreign Language, I've
wanted to learn more about what it’s like to work as
an English teacher in a different country and what
it’s like to learn English as a student. Through my
visits to classrooms and my one-on-one sessions

with TWCU students, I learned

so much about how English is

taught in Japan and how Japanese

students learn English. I was so

impressed with the dedication and

motivation all the students had
towards improving their English skills. Some wanted
to become more fluent in English because they were
studying abroad soon, some wanted to improve their
opportunities to get jobs, and some just wanted to
better understand their favorite English-speaking
celebrities, but regardless of their reason, they
were all so driven and hard-working. They always
had so many thoughtful questions to ask, not only
about how to improve their English skills, but also
about my Indian-American culture and my life in
America. I also got to learn so much about Japanese
culture and it was so interesting and informative to
compare the lives and experiences of the students
I talked to with how I grew up and my experience
as a college student in the U.S. Even though I was
online, I feel like I got to make connections with
so many of the students and faculty at TWCU,
which I was really grateful for. My internship this
summer was such a rewarding experience, and I
feel very fortunate to have met all the wonderful
people I got to work with during my time at TWCU.
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