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ARTICLE 16.

Should any Member of the League resort to war in disregard of its covenants
under Articles 12, 13 or 15, it shall ipso facto be deemed to have committed an act
of war against all other Members of the League, which hereby undertake
immediately to subject it to the severance of all trade or financial relations, the
prohibition of all intercourse between their nationals and the nationals of the
covenant-breaking State, and the prevention of all financial, commercial or
personal intercourse between the nationals of the covenant-breaking State and the
nationals of any other State, whether a Member of the League or not.

It shall be the duty of the Council in such case to recommend to the several
Governments concerned what effective military, naval or air force the Members of
the League shall severally contribute to the armed forces to be used to protect the

covenants of the League.

The Members of the League agree, further, that they will mutually support one
another in the financial and economic measures which are taken under this Article,

in order to minimise the loss and inconvenience resulting from the above measures,



and that they will mutually support one another in resisting any special measures
aimed at one of their number by the covenant-breaking State, and that they will
take the necessary steps to afford passage through their territory to the forces of
any of the Members of the League which are co-operating to protect the covenants

of the League.

Any Member of the League which has violated any covenant of the League may
be declared to be no longer a Member of the League by a vote of the Council
concurred in by the Representatives of all the other Members of the League

represented thereon.
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THE PRESIDENT OF THE GERMAN REICH, THE PRESIDENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF THE
BELGIANS, THE PRESIDENT OF THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, HIS MAJESTY
THE KING OF GREAT BRITAIN IRELAND AND THE BRITISH DOMINIONS
BEYOND THE SEAS, EMPEROR OF INDIA, HIS MAJESTY THE KING OF
ITALY, HIS MAJESTY THE EMPEROR OF JAPAN, THE PRESIDENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF POLAND THE PRESIDENT OF THE CZECHOSLOVAK
REPUBLIC,

Deeply sensible of their solemn duty to promote the welfare of mankind;
Persuaded that the time has, come when a frank renunciation of war as an
instrument of national policy should be made to the end that the peaceful and

friendly relations now existing between their peoples may be perpetuated;

Convinced that all changes in their relations with one another should be sought

only by pacific means and be the result of a peaceful and orderly process, and that



any signatory Power which shall hereafter seek to promote its national interests by

resort to war a should be denied the benefits furnished by this Treaty;

Hopeful that, encouraged by their example, all the other nations of the world will
join in this humane endeavor and by adhering to the present Treaty as soon as it
comes into force bring their peoples within the scope of its beneficent provisions,
thus uniting the civilized nations of the world in a common renunciation of war as

an instrument of their national policy;

Have decided to conclude a Treaty and for that purpose have appointed as their

respective...
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